i8                   A WREATH OF CLOUD

it is a great mistake to go too far, " for a single slip may
bring very unpleasant consequences/' and so on, in the old
style; but she now also begs us not to reject advances in
such a way as to hurt people's feelings. Unfortunately,
habits of long standing are not so easily changed; more-
over, now that the Empress's exceedingly stylish brothers
bring so many of their young courtier-friends to amuse
themselves at her house, we have in self-defence been
obliged to become more virtuous than ever/

There is a type of disappointed undergraduate, who
believes that all his social and academic failures are due to
his being, let us say, at Magdalene instead of at St. John's.
Murasaki, in like manner, had persuaded herself that all
would have been well if her father had placed her in the
highly cultivated and easy-mannered entourage of the
Emperor's aunt, Princess Senshi.1 ' Princess Senshi and her
ladies/ Murasaki writes, ' are always going off to see the
sunset or the fading of the moon at dawn, or pursuing some
truant nightingale amid the flowering trees. The Princess
herself is a woman of marked character, who is determined
to follow her own tastes, and would contrive to lead at Court
a life as detached as her present existence at the Kamo
Shrine. How different from this place, with its per-
petual: "The Empress has been summoned into the
Presence and commands you to attend her," or " Prepare to
receive his Excellency the Prime Minister, who may arrive
at any moment." Princess Senshi's apartments are
not subject to the sudden alarms and incursions from
which we suffer. There one could apply oneself in earnest
to anything one cared for and was good at; there, occupied
perhaps in making something really beautiful, one would

* 963-1035. Vestal at Kamo during five successive reigns. One of
the most important figures of her day; kno-wn to history as the Great
Vestal.